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most extraordinary that Hamilcar did not seem disturbed by this waste.
But when the helepohs had attained to about thirty paces of the wall, he commanded that boards should be placed between the houses over the streets, from the cisterns down to the rampart, and that the people should form in a file and pass from hand to hand helmets and amphoras filled with water, that were continually emptied. The Carthaginians waxed indignant at this exorbitant waste of water. The ram demolished the wall, suddenly a fountain escaped from the disjointed stones, when the brazen structure of nine stages, containing more than three thousand soldiers, began to sway gently, like a ship rocking on the billows.
In fact, the water had penetrated the terrace and had undermined the road before the machine ; the wheels were imbedded in mire. Between the leather curtains on the first stage, Spendius's head appeared, blowing lustily through an ivory horn. The mammoth machine convulsively moved perhaps ten more paces ; but the ground became softer and softer, the mire reached up to the axle-trees, then the huge helepoUs stopped, leaning frightfully over on one side. The catapult rolled to the edge of the platform, and, carried away by. the weight of its beam, toppled off, crushing the inferior stages in pieces beneath it. The soldiers standing in the ports slid into the abyss, or by chance some held on at the extremities of the long beam, and by their weight increased the inclination of the Jielepolis, which was now going to pieces and cracking in all its joints.